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Vice Mayor of Melbourne and Director of 
Hanban Oceania Affairs Department visiting 
UIBE

Melbourne’s Vice-Mayor Brian Shanahan and Li 
Xinqing, the Hanban Director Oceanic Affairs, vis-
ited UIBE, and met with the University’s President 
Shi Jianjun.

Director Li mentioned there was an increasing amount 
of cultural exchange between China and Australia. 
There are now 9 Confucius Institutes in Australia. 
Also, recently Australia held the first Chinese Lan-
guage and Culture Festival, a second one is to be or-
ganized in October, and again 2011 is the China Year 
in Australia; the government of Melbourne and Aus-
tralia hope more that more Chinese scholars, cultural 
organizations, exchange delegations will visit Aus-
tralia to promote the exchange of culture and business 
between China and Australia. Australia’s government 
also invited UIBE.

President Shi welcomed the guests and happily re-
called his visit in 2000 as part of a Chinese education 
program. UIBE cherishes its contact with Australian 
universities in the fields of teaching. President Shi  

discussed UIBE’s majors. He said that Australia is an 
important trade partner considering the depth of its 
economic and trade exchanges. President Shi men-
tioned UIBE conducts research and has lots of experi-
ence in the field of business and economics education, 
and that bilateral cooperation therefore is promising. 

Vice Mayor Shanahan said Melbourne attaches im-
portance to international cooperation with China. He 
invited President Shi and his delegation to attend the 
Chinese Language and Culture Festival in Melbourne.

For next years events UIBE pledged to sending Busi-
ness Chinese teachers and text books to help train 
Australian business people.
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