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UIBE hosts seminar on internationalization research & internationalization index system for higher education
 A seminar on internationalization research & internationalization index systems for higher education was hosted by UIBE and was held at the international conference hall in Integrity Building on Dec. 19, 2008.  
The Director of the international department of the Ministry of Education Zhang Xiuqin was invited to the seminar and gave an address, President Chen Zhunmin attended and addressed the seminar, vice president Xu Zijian chaired the seminar, and vice president Lin Guijun made the keynote speech. More than 50 delegates from 38 institutions of higher education across the country, including secretary-general of CEAIE Jiang Bo, the director of the international office of the Beijing Municipal Education Commission and director of the foreign affairs office of the Guangdong Education Department, as well as vice president of Zhongnan from the University of Economics & Law Han Husheng etc., attended the seminar. Over 30 middle-level cadres from UIBE attended the seminar which was organized by the international cooperation & exchanges department of our school.      

President Chen Zhunmin expressed thanks on behalf of UIBE to the heads of the international department of the Ministry of Education, Beijing Municipal Education Commission, CEAIE, Guangdong Education Department，the leaders and delegates of the various institutions of higher education and principals of colleges and departments for their presence at the seminar, as well as members of research group for higher education internationalization & internationalization index system. President Chen said that favorable condition exists in the age of economic globalization, network and information for the internationalization of higher education which has been regarded an opportunity to improve the quality of higher education, and promote the leap-forward development of the universities. However, there has been no development of an index system to scientifically evaluate the degree of internationalization of institutions of higher education; this seminar on “internationalization research & internationalization index system for higher education” is of great significance. Finally, President Chen closed his speech by wishing the seminar a great success.     
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President Chen addressing the seminar
The Director of the international department of the Ministry of Education, Zhang Xiuqin, was invited to the seminar and gave an address. Director Zhang praised our school for the research work done on the higher education internationalization & internationalization index system and the contribution to this seminar. She said she, along with several section chiefs of international department, attended the meeting to learn something from experts and delegates at the seminar and to know the level and achievement of internationalization research in institutions of higher education.
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Director of the international department of the Ministry of Education Zhang Xiuqin addressing the meeting
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Vice-president Xu Zijian chaired the meeting
Vice president Lin Guijun made the keynote speech entitled “Internationalization index system of universities” to introduce the background, target, method and progress of higher education internationalization & index system research at UIBE. By use of a mathematical model, vice president Lin introduced two factors of higher education internationalization; “scientific research” and “personnel development”. He said the purpose and means of internationalization should be clarified to distinguish between input and output of internationalization. His speech was highly evaluated by the attendees to be the highlight of this meeting.     
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Vice president Lin Guijun made keynote speech in the seminar          
The Secretary-general of the CEAIE Jiang Bo then made another keynote speech entitled “Analysis on opportunities and challenges for international exchange & cooperation”. UIBE’s Doctor Xu Yiping delivered a report on the current development of research on internationalization of higher education abroad. Professor Yuan Bentao from the institute of education at Qinghua University was invited to talk about their experiences of theoretical research and practice on internationalization, and Doctor Wu Jian of South China Normal University was invited to introduce the tendencies and inspiration for internationalization of higher education in developed countries.   
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Secretary-general of CEAIE Jiang Bo
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Doctor Xu Yiping 
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Professor Yuan Bentao of institute of education at Qinghua University
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Doctor Wu Jian of South China Normal University 
    The use of an internationalization index for higher education (universities) was much discussed over the course of the seminar. A Questionnaire on relevant factors and evaluation index of internationalization for higher education in China conducted by a research group for the higher education internationalization of UIBE was delivered to the attendees; surveying 77 indexes for evaluating internationalization of higher education (universities). 15 of the indices with the highest average scores were selected in making up Table 1 (see below). And 18 indices/variables were selected as indicators for internationalization level of higher education (universities) after the principal component analysis. The Director for the development & planning department of UIBE Yang Xiaoping delivered the report of statistical findings and the preliminary conclusion on behalf of research group in the seminar.             
Table 1   Results of questionnaire indicating internationalization index for higher education
	排序
Ranking
	指标
Index
	均值
Mean value
	标准差
Standard deviation

	1
	Is there a dedicated management team working on the internationalization of the university management staff? 
	4.56 
	0.68 

	2
	Has internationalization been a part of the university’s strategy using specific measures? 
	4.54 
	0.82 

	3
	Is there someone dedicated to management work of internationalization in college management staffs?
	4.31 
	0.75 

	4
	The amount of the budget used for international cooperation, and the proportion it represents within the overall budget 
	4.29 
	0.71 

	5
	Is the process of internationalization a regular topic in management meetings?
	4.25 
	1.00 

	6
	The frequency and number of teachers and students who attend international academic conferences in one year  
	4.23 
	0.86 

	7
	Does the President or vice president often participate in international public relations activities?
	4.19 
	0.82 

	8
	Citations per papers for each international paper
	4.19 
	1.00 

	9
	The international paper publications per capita 
	4.17 
	0.93 

	10
	The amount of “Degree students” (including undergraduates, Master students and Doctoral students) in non-Chinese students and the proportion it shared in non-Chinese students?  
	4.15 
	0.95 

	11
	The amount of international academic conferences held by the universities in one year
	4.13 
	0.76 

	12
	The amount of teachers with overseas advanced studies, visiting or postdoctoral research and the proportion of total teachers 
	4.10 
	1.04 

	13
	The amount of international exchange students and the proportion of total students
	4.10 
	0.95 

	14
	The articles documented by SCI,SSCI,EI,ISTP,A&HCI per capita
	4.10 
	1.06 

	15
	The amount of key laboratories or research centers established with the cooperation of foreign countries and the proportion of it shared in total laboratories and research centers
	4.08 
	1.05 


The attendees were divided into three groups to discuss targeting of the internationalization of higher education (universities), research methodologies, domestic and foreign research results, theoretical exploration and practice in universities, as well as identifying problems and challenges discussions following the keynote speeches. Overall, the conference was generally regarded as having greatly benefited the topic of research in internationalization, and the establishment of an internationalization index system for higher education. For further improvement of the index system, the attendees also gave proposals which were intended to make the system better targeted, and have more capability for offering guidance and references for the internationalization process of universities; as well as providing suggestions to education authorities at various level for the formulation of relevant policies, with consideration on characteristics and requirements of different types of universities, in different regions or various stages of development. It was generally agreed to use the questionnaire designed by our school to make further investigations into universities strategies, and send the results back to UIBE for further research. 
Vice President Xu Zijian made the closing summary speech to express thanks to the attendees for the presence at the seminar during their busy time. He said that our school will proceed with the research on internationalization and an internationalization index system for higher education, and welcome other universities to participate in the research and share the achievements to jointly promote the theory and practice of internationalization in higher education in China.
